Anaemia and the induction of myeloid leukaemia in RFM mice.
The results from short term experiments provide little support for the idea that the anaemic stress produced by phlebotomy acts as a trigger for myeloid leukaemia in mice genetically prone to the development of the disease. Longer term investigation has also failed to reveal any difference between bled and control mice and at this time (16 months after bleeding) no animals have died from myeloid leukaemia. These observations are in contrast to the recently reported effect of phlebotomy as a trigger for myeloid leukaemia in unirradiated RFM mice and in irradiated rats. The results given in this paper are discussed in relation to the haemopoietic stem cell compartment in leukaemogenesis and the relationship between these cells and the mature cells in the peripheral blood.